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Welcome to Rain Taxi’s 
TWIN CITIES BOOK FESTIVAL

enter the tcbf raffle
Enter for a chance to win prizes—books, tees, 
hats, totes, and more! Entry forms located at the 
Book Fair entrance, or scan the QR code here to 
enter online and double your chances of winning! 
Winners posted hourly at @raintaxireview.

get 
ready 

to have 
some 
fun!

•	 Explore the BOOK FAIR’s 140 exhibitors—publishers, magazines, 
libraries, arts organizations, authors, and more

•	 Take pics with friends at our PHOTO WALL 
•	 Catch an AUTHOR EVENT at one of four areas
•	 Hunt for bargains at Rain Taxi’s USED BOOK & RECORD SALE
•	 Swing by the ACTIVITIES HUB to engage your creativity
•	 Recreate. Laugh. Marvel. Ponder. Connect. ENJOY!

As organizer and host of the annual TCBF, we at Rain Taxi are thrilled you 
can join us for our 25th year—and our first in Minnesota’s capital city! 
After long runs in downtown Minneapolis and at the Minnesota State 
Fairgrounds, we feel confident that our annual literary celebration will 
continue to be the best bookfest in the Upper Midwest. Thank you for 
being a part of it! And now . . . 
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WAITING
ROOM

TCBF 
INFO

ACTIVITY HUB  
AND

CHILDREN’S 
CORNER 

The TCBF has multiple levels—
literally! 

On Level 1 of Union Depot, visit
•   the Book Fair, in Union Depot’s 

Waiting Room
•  our Info Desk and other general 

services, in the Concourse
•  our Activity Hub and Children’s 

Corner, in the Head House.

Level 2 contains three rooms of 
Author Events—see page 14 for 
map and details!

TCBF
BOOK FAIR

HEAD HOUSE

coffee
cart

Please visit your TCBF host at our booth near the entrance of the Book Fair! 
While there you can:

•	 Pick up a free copy of the Fall print issue of  Rain Taxi Review of Books
•	 Check out our limited edition chapbooks and broadsides
•	 Snag a Rain Taxi t-shirt or tote bag
•	 Is your noggin cold? We’ve got a beanie for that!

10 am – 4 pm: Writers for Democratic Action

Named after a passionate Rain Taxi champion who passed away in 
2021, this space is the place to have a little fun and learn about all our 
organization does for the literary community, including the TCBF—
“the best day of the year,” as Paul joyfully called it—and how you 
can be a part of it year-round. Members receive home delivery of our 
quarterly magazine—it’s like a book festival in your mailbox!

All Day: Paul Von Drasek Member Lounge

What can writers do about hardships in the world? A lot!  Join our 
friends from Writers for Democratic Action-MN to generate hope 
through language: You’ll have a chance to add to a community poem, 
pen a postcard to a legislator, and get informational resources for 
writers that might inspire future action. Make your thoughts heard 
and your words count!

Support the Festival and Give to the Max
It’s Give to the Max season, and our nonprofit needs YOUR 
support! Please make a donation to Rain Taxi to help us continue 
driving readers to where writing is going. Visit our GiveMN page 
by scanning the QR code here or go to raintaxi.org—donate 
before Nov. 20 to help us unlock an additional gift if we reach our 
fundraising goal!

rain taxi
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USED BOOKS
SECTION

FINDING YOUR WAY AROUND

café

community seating

photo
wall

KELLOGG BLVD

TCBF RAFFLE

AUTHOR EVENT
BOOKSELLERS

break
area

Elevator 
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Elevator 
4

Drop by for a short Tarot reading with a literary twist!  Visiting writer Syr 
Beker, author of the new fairy tale-inflected novella What A Fish Looks 
Like, will offer 5-10 minute readings that focus on a single question you 
bring—though Syr may also have some book recommendations for 
you as they peer into your cards. 

11 am–1 pm and 2 pm–4 pm: Literary Tarot Readings

At the Rain Taxi Booth Today
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SPONSORING EXHIBITORSb b

Heartfelt thanks to 
our 2025 Sponsoring 
Exhibitors for their 
support of the TCBF!

SPONSORING EXHIBITORS bb
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Adventure Awaits Events
★ Afton Press
Albert’s Bridge Books
All Energy Solar
American School of Storytelling
Anoka-Ramsey Community College

Creative Writing Program
Beauty School Editions
Be Kind Rebind
BEE Curios
★ Blue Earth Review / 

MSU-Mankato MFA
Borrowed Light Press
★ Button Poetry
★ Calumet Editions
Capstone
Carrier & Associates
Carter & Co. Publishing
Coffee House Press
Conduit Books & Ephemera
Conium Press
Cow Tipping Press
Cursed Morsels Press
Ebooks Minnesota
Flexible Press
The Friends of the Saint Paul 

Public Library
Friends Print Collective
FTL Publications
Gray Duck Press / Knockout Books

★ Graywolf Press
Green Card Voices
Hamline Creative Writing 

+ Water~Stone Review
Handtype Press / Squares & Rebels
★ History Through Fiction
Holy Cow! Press
Inky Bookwyrm
Itasca Books
Late Night Copies Press
Legacy Book Press
★ Lerner Books
Lion’s Historian Press
Little Digital
The Loft Literary Center
Magers & Quinn Booksellers
Maple Grove Writer’s Studio
★ MELSA/Twin Cities Metro 

Public Libraries
Midwest Independent Publishers 

Association
Milkweed Editions
Minnesota Children’s Press
Minnesota Historical Society Press
★ Minnesota Humanities Center
★ Mizna
★ My Own Ghostwriter
★ Nodin Press
Noodle and Bean
North Dakota State University Press

exhibiting organizations DD

Exhibitor Map located at Info Desk 
★ stars indicate Sponsoring Exhibitors

NPC Company
Ordway Center for the Performing Arts
The O’Shaughnessy at St. Catherine 

University
Pages & Pines Camp Retreat
PaperPie Learning
Paranoid Tree Press
Pathfinder Press
Perpich Arts High School
PM Press
Professional Editors Network
Publish Her
Queen of Swords Press
Rain Taxi Review of Books
Read With Me MN
Red Balloon Bookshop
Red Bird Chapbooks
Red Dragonfly Press
★ St. Catherine University-Master of 

Library & Information Science
★ Saint Paul Almanac
★ Shipwreckt Books Publishing 

Company
Six Orchids Boutique

Skywater Publishing Cooperative
Slow Travel Co.
Smart Set Community Printing
Split/Lip Press
Spout Press
★ StoryForge
Strive Publishing
Tales of the Unanticipated
★ Trio House Press
Uncivilized
The Under Review
University of Minnesota Bookstores
University of Minnesota Libraries
★ University of Minnesota Press
★ University of St. Thomas MA 

in English and Creative Writing 
& Publishing

Weirdo Prints by Smitty
Weirdpunk Books
Window Nation 
Wordcraft Coaching & Editing
Wordwhipper Press
The Writer’s Glove

Babcock & 68th Books
The Book House in Dinkytown
Furrowed Brow Books
Gert Lush

Paperback Exchange 
Midway Used And Rare Books
Spring Hollow Books

Browse the used book section in the back of the Waiting Room—you’ll 
find everything from great bargains to rare treasures. Exhibitors include:

Used and Rare Books

And don’t forget to shop Rain Taxi’s annual Used Book & Record Sale
—tons of books at ridiculous prices!
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D
exhibiting authors

featuring new books in all genres!
D D

Anthony Bakke
Bakke’s Shakespeare: Macbeth (Education)

Jamieya B-Johnson
Cold Coffee, A Poet’s Dilemma (Poetry)

Vanessa Lee Christensen
Baby Go! Mexico; Baby Go! Japan (Children’s)

Michael Cummings
Bergen Spring (Literary Fiction)

Maria DesJarlait
I Am Not A Costume (Children’s)

Haley Ellefson
Heretics & Hearsay (Fantasy)

Nathalie Gaillot
A Flutist and a Poetess: Poems in English
and French (Poetry)

Spiwe Jefferson
Mindful in 5 (Nonfiction)

Emma Alice Johnson
Lifting (Fiction/Sports)

Kristin Johnson
Pickles and Paradise: Poems for Pickleballers
(Poetry/Humor)

Christopher Johnston
Where You Come From Is Gone 
(Historical Fiction)

Joe Landsberger
Origin Story of Fort Road/West Seventh Street, 
the Township/City of Saint Paul, the Territory/
State of Minnesota, Glacial Age Forward 
(History)

Dralandra Larkins
Before I Lie (Poetry/Nonfiction)

Eduardo Lerro
Insurrection (Thriller/LGBTQ)

Karen Lucia
A Second Life Worth Living (Fantasy)

Erin Makela
Worthy of Trust: That Word Honor Book 1 
(Historical Fiction/YA)

Julian Martin
Juni-Q and the Allure of Hypocrisy 
(Literary Fiction)

M. Stone Mayer
Ashes to Ashes (Thriller)

Allyssa Meyerhofer
Mama’s Heart: Understanding Love in an 
Unknown Special Needs World (Parenting)
 
Jodie Leigh Murray
The Gangster’s Game (Romance/Suspense)
 
Stephanie Olson
Still Chosen: Another Unwanted Adventure 
(Fantasy)

A. W. Powers
Uncontrollable Variables (Thriller/Paranormal)

e rathke
Broken Katana (Fantasy/Horror)
 
Chad Retterath
Nimble Hog: Legend of the Awakened Goblin #2
(Fantasy)

Ariana Rose
Counterfeit Connection (Romance)
 
Paul Rousseau
Friendly Fire: A Fractured Memoir (Memoir)
 
Ann Schreiber
Emily’s Next Chapter (Romance)

L. C. Simon
Sound of Silence (Mystery/Romance)

Chloe Spencer
CodeSkull (Science Fiction)

Tom Trondson
Sport and Leisure (Literary Fiction)

Renee Valois
Collecting Spirits: Life with Ghosts, Guardians 
& Guides (Nonfiction)

Jason Walz
The Flip Side (Graphic Novel/Young Adult)
 
Kristen Wasyliszyn
Why Is My Bra Still On? (Literary Fiction)

K. Woodman-Maynard
Tuck Everlasting: The Graphic Novel 
(Graphic Novel/Children’s)

Anja Wuolu
Skipping Church for Vampires (Fiction/
LGBTQ)

Get a free custom quote at allenergysolar.com/quote 

Ask about our 
Maximum Savings 

Countdown 
to boost 

your savings!

Visit our booth today for eco activities and a chance 
to win swag or $500 off your solar project!
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CHILDREN’S CORNER

Full event descriptions can be found at the Info 
Table, or scan this QR code to view online. 

DD

10–10:30am 
Leaf Town Forever 
with Betsy Bowen, Beth Rooney, 
and Kathleen Rooney

10:30–11am 
How To Draw A Tree 

with David LaRochelle 
and Colleen Muske

11am – 12pm 
PICTURE BOOK SHOWCASE 

featuring Art Coulson, Molly Beth Griffin, Keenan Jones, 
Margi Preus, Matthew Schufman, and Joyce Sidman

12 – 12:30pm 
True Stories 
with Mélina Mangal 
and Caren Stelson

Books are available for purchase at the nearby TCBF Bookseller Station, and 
authors are happy to sign them!

ACTIVITY HUBD D

10am–4pm TCBF COMMUNITY MURAL
 with Ursula Murray Husted

10am–4pm CODEBREAKER CHALLENGE
a TCBF Scavenger Hunt with Jay Martel

12–1pm STRING CRAFTS 
with Chris Monroe

1–2pm YOU HAVE ALWAYS BEEN YOU 
Free cartoon portraits by 
Matt Eicheldinger

1–2 pm CARTOONING FOR WRITERS 
with Andy Hartzell

2–3pm MANGA DRAWING WORKSHOP 
with Misako Rocks!

2–5pm TYPEWRITER POEMS 
with Bill Meissner

3–4pm RECIPE SWAP 
with Stephanie Hansen

Books are savailable for purchase at the nearby TCBF Bookseller Station, and 
authors are happy to sign them!

twincitiesbookfestival.org
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AUTHOR EVENTS take place in three rooms on the second floor, which can be 
accessed via Elevator 6 on the west side of Union Depot or Elevator 4 on the 
south side. See event schedules for each room on the following pages.

Book your FREE estimate with us today! 

We’re award-
winning window 

replacement 
experts!

Visit our booth in the Book Fair today
for more information on how you can save!

RED CAP ROOMD D

★ 10:00 am
Eoin Colfer
Beloved bestselling children’s book author—
our 2025 TCBF Keynote Speaker!

★ 11:00 am 
Stephanie Burt
The Poetic Genius of Taylor Swift

12:00 pm 
Medaria Arradondo and Steve Grove
Minnesota Memoirs of Leadership

1:00 pm 
George O’Connor, Tyler Page, 
and Misako Rocks!
Middle Grade Graphic Novels

2:00 pm
Idris Goodwin, Selina Li Bi,
and Vanessa L. Torres
Empowering YA Fiction

3:00 pm 
Jane Hamilton, Anika Fajardo,
and Erin O. White
Novels of Family

Books are available for purchase at the TCBF Bookseller tables outside the 
rooms; author signings take place following their presentations.  

 ★ Starred events are ASL interpreted

post pics using #TCBF  •  @RainTaxiReview

THERE’S ANOTHER LEVEL TO THE TCBF

RED CAP
ROOM

VETERANS
GALLERY RIVERVIEW

ROOM

BOOK SALES
AND SIGNINGS
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VETERANS GALLERYD D

10:30 am 
Alex Vernon  
in conversation with Steve Marsh 
The Literary Life of Tim O’Brien

11:30 am 
Sarah Chamberlain and Sam Tschida 
Romance & Romcoms

 ★ 12:30 pm 
Shannon Hale and Trung Le Nguyen
Graphic Novels of Hope

 ★ 1:30 pm 
Edy Poppy and Curtis Sittenfeld
The Global Short Story

★ 2:30 pm 
William Alexander and Amber Sparks
Finding Family in Speculative Fiction

★ 3:30 pm 
Keetje Kuipers and Sarah Green
Poetry of Resilience

Books are available for purchase at the TCBF Bookseller tables outside the 
rooms; author signings take place following their presentations.   

 ★ Starred events are ASL interpreted

post pics using #TCBF  •  @RainTaxiReview

RIVERVIEW ROOMD D

DEBUT NOVELS:  Raki Kopernik, Damion Searls, and 
Christopher Tradowsky

MIDDLE GRADE FICTIONS:  H.M. Bouwman and 
Matt Eicheldinger

HISTORIES:  Tim Brady, Dave Hage & Josephine Marcotty

MYSTERIES:  Tasha Coryell, Andrew DeYoung, Toni Halleen, 
David Housewright, Rebecca Kanner, Mindy Mejia, and 
Joshua Moehling

ESSAYS:  Kathryn Nuernberger and Peg Guilfoyle

SCIENCES:  Ruth DeFoster and Nate Pedersen

POETRIES:  Paula Cisewski, MC Hyland, and 
Mubanga Kalimamukwento

JOURNEYS:  Patrick Hicks and Frank Bures

10:30 am

11:00 am

11:30 am

12:00 pm

1:00 pm

1:30 pm

2:00 pm

2:30 pm

Quick takes on new books by writers from our great state!
2025 Minnesota Author Showcase

LIFE STORIES:  Kelly Foster Lundquist and Bronson Lemer3:00 pm

THE MN NOVEL:  Kevin Fenton, Thomas Maltman, and 
Kent Nerburn 

3:30 pm

Books are available for purchase at the TCBF Bookseller tables nearby and 
author signings take place following their presentations.

twincitiesbookfestival.org

Full event descriptions can be found at the Info 
Table, or scan this QR code to view online. 

twincitiesbookfestival.org
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The #TCBF is fueled by YOU

•	 Put some cash in our donation boxes
•	 Scan this QR code to Venmo your 

support
•	 Visit the Rain Taxi booth and become 

a member today—membership 
includes home delivery of Rain Taxi 
Review of Books and other perks.

GIVE TODAY

A free online resource listing all author events, 
independent bookstores, and more! 

Want more literary events? Visit Rain Taxi’s

www.twincitiesliterarycalendar.org

If you’re enjoying the TCBF, please 
make a donation! You can:

TWIN CITIES LITERARY CALENDAR



This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota 
through grants from the Minnesota State Arts Board, 
thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

BOOKSELLING 
PARTNERS

The annual Twin Cities Book Festival is proudly presented 
by Rain Taxi, a nonprofit organization that champions 
aesthetically adventurous literature through publications, 
events, and service to the community. Our deepest thanks 
to the partners below who helped make this year’s TCBF 
happen—and to all the presenting authors, book fair 
exhibitors, volunteers, and audience members who came 
together for this celebration of the written word.

BIG THANKS!

MEDIA SPONSORS

TRANSIT
SPONSORS

ECO SPONSORS

RECEPTION
 SPONSORS




